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Antonio Gelonesi 
Chairman - Northern Spirit FC 


Welcome! The time has finally arrived to see your 
team run out at North Sydney Oval for the first 
time tonight. 


It's been a whirlwind three months in the lead-up 
to season 2002-2003. Not only did we get onto 
the field for the round one clash with Brisbane 
Strikers, but we came away with a great win on 
the back of two amazing goals by John 
Hutchinson and Vukor Tomasevic. 


It's very exciting to be a part of the North Shore's 
premier soccer outfit. | see huge potential in 
this club to be a success both on and off the 
field. But it's not a time for grand visions or 


impossible promises. 


We have a team full of youth and hunger, players 
that are desperate to wear the Spirit colours. As 
they showed last week, they're prepared to 
knuckle down and fight for everything. When 
things got tough against Brisbane, our 
experienced players took control and the 
youngsters played with pride and aggression. 
This is the kind of club we want to be. 


While the debate about the pros and cons of 
foreign ownership of Australian clubs rages on, 
we are putting local investment back into the 
game, to develop a team and a club that the fans 
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can be proud of. A team who proudly represent 
the region, will be backed by a club that works 
toward the same goal. 


The story of one of our new signings shows the 
kind of club we are building. He had played a 
number of seasons in the national league before 
trying his luck overseas. Eventually, he came to 
the Spirit last year looking for a game. This player 
was given the chance to show us his colours by 
playing in the State League during the winter. 
Was he a Spirit type of player? 


Our man ended the season among the leading 
scorers. He worked hard to prove he wanted a 
Spirit shirt. Last week Hamilton Thorpe led our 
attack and played strongly in a winning team. It's 
a great story that shows the kind of hunger we 
have in the club. 


This season we have scheduled a small number 
of games at Brookvale Oval. We are only one of 
a number of tenants that use North Sydney Oval, 
so we have taken steps to ensure our fans have 
a quality venue to watch their team, even when 
inevitable clashes occur. 


Thanks for coming to see our first home match. 
The boys will be doing their best to raise the 
Spirit colours again. 


SPIRIT 


KINGZ FC 


FRIDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER 
KICK OFF 7.30 PM - GATES OPEN AT 5.30 


View From the Top 
By Lawrie McKinna - Coach 


A very warm welcome to all of our fans in our 
first home match of the season. 


| want to explain my philosophy on what football 
should be and how | want us to play, which is 
simply for a simple game. 


| don't believe we should sit back and wait for the 

- opposition to come at us but rather we attack 
and let them worry. | want us to create plenty of 
chances and score a lot of goals. That is the 
ultimate aim of any coach of course, but the style 
of play | want to adopt is one based on attack 
with the option to harass the other team all 
the way down to our goal line from theirs if 
needs be. 


As for the result against Brisbane Strikers last 
Saturday night, what a terrific game it was and 
the best way to open a campaign. If you had said 
we would go up there and get that result, 
considering our performances in Queensland, 
how could | not have settled for it? 


Vuko Tomasevic scored a beauty from 30-metres 
out, taking a slight deflection, but you cannot 
fault the quality of the strike. The second was a 
well worked move with Simon Bell leaving a 
couple of players standing wide out left before 
crossing to Hutchinson. He cut inside onto his 
right foot and buried the ball into the top left hand 
corner from outside the box. A truly well worked 
team effort. 


Matt Osman made his debut and although he 
started to run out of steam towards the end he 
had an exceptional game, as did lan Ferguson on 
his full debut. He controlled midfield and his 
experience shone through. 


The back three — Spencer, Watts and Tobin - also 
deserve a mention for their efforts. They stood 
tall and were not found lacking in any 
department. 


None of us are naive enough to think one result 
is the be all and end all of course, no-one is 
getting carried away but | can say that it was the 
perfect start to the season and, as such, | know 
the home supporters will play a large part in how 
we go this term. 


In saying that | urge all supporters to get behind 
the team, make plenty of noise and lift the 
younger/all members of the side at home games 


because we will do everything we can to give 
you the results we all want. 


| look forward to hearing you all tonight and 
throughout the season; let's make it one to 
remember! 


Team Lists see pages 4 and 5. 


Youth Development 
Gary McGinnis 
Head of Youth Development 


What a great off-season! Not only did we see 
another fantastic World Cup but also it was even 
in our own time zone! During that same period 
our own Youth Department at ‘Spirit’ has had 
quite a transformation. We are proud to 
announce that four of last year’s youth team, 
Alex Wilkinson, Brett Fisher, Jacob Rex and Matt 
Osman are now regarded as first team squad 
players! Indeed, all bar Jacob, managed to make 
their debut last week at Brisbane and can be 
rightly proud, as | am, of their performance. You 
can also add to this our new signing Jonti Richter 
who has been in superb form in the pre-season 
games and is sure to be another rising star who 
will grace both our first team and the NSL. 


We welcome new Youth Team Coach, Charlie 
Davidson, and look forward to working with such 
a well-respected local coach. Charlie's not the 
only newcomer though as we have un-earthed a 
quite a few very promising prospects. More on 
these players later but it's looking like a great 
year for the Youth Squad so keep a look out for 
more starlets to hit the first team and the 
headlines. 


Tonight's Visitors 


This evening sees us take on our neighbors from 
across the Tasman in the Football Kingz in our 
opening home fixture of the 2002/2003 
campaign. It should prove to be a very 
interesting game and the first opportunity for 
many to see Spirit in action this season. 


Their opening match saw a goalless draw played 
out against Sydney United at Ericsson Stadium in 
Auckland last Sunday evening, so we meet 
another unbeaten side in the competition. 


A couple of new faces that are unknown in 
Australian football should see plenty of 


speculation and conjecture over the coming 
weeks and an early opportunity for fans of Spirit 
to get a good look at them. 


Patricio Almendra (#8 - midfield) and Mark 
Beldham (#25 - striker) are the new ones to 
watch to see if they can adapt to NSL football as 
quickly as the Kingz would like. 


The Kingz have never finished the league any 
higher than 8th (twice) in the three seasons they 
have competed and will be out to do a lot better 
during this campaign, hopefully not here at Spirit 
of course. 


We have played the Kingz on six occasions for 
the following summary: 


In New Zealand (Venues vary) 
—P3W1 DO L2 F6 A7 


NSO - P3 WO DO L3 F9 A5 
Spirit Total: P6 W5 DO L1 F16 A11 


Obviously the latter statistic is the one that 
matters tonight as our visitors will be out to 
break their duck and we wish to remain as the 
Kings of the Kingz at home. 


In their captain Chris Jackson (#6) they have a 
man of immense experience coming through the 
ranks of New Zealand football before plying his 
trade in Singapore with Tampines Rovers ('98) 
and Gombok United ('99) and of course the 
Melbourne Knights, for whom he played 14 
matches during the 92/93 season. 


Another stalwart of the club is Heremaia ‘Harry’ 
Ngata (#12). Mr. 100% who never gives up and 
keeps on turning on the style or hard yakka in 
equal doses when the need arises. 


Paul Urlovic (#9) up front can be devastating on 
his day and needs to be watched and Mark 
Burton (#7 - midfield) has the experience to pose 
many problems if not kept in check. 


Supporters Page 


Want to have your say?? Spirit would be happy to 
reserve a section of the matchday programme to 
you the supporters. All you need to do is write to: 
Micky Brock, Northern Spirit Football Club, 
Supporters Page, Suite 103/9 West St., Nth 
Sydney 2060 with your name, details and contact 
number with any questions and or stories. 


What's The Word 
Robbie Slater 


Well, it's finally here - season 2002-2003. At 
times it looked doomed, but the competition 
that's been read its last rites so many times is 
on again. 


Media reports last week said that having the 
same 13 teams lining up for the new season was 
a triumph in itself. It's a sobering thought that our 
game is wracked by such uncertainty. 


Northern Spirit are back too, a little younger, 
much hungrier and ready to rip into the Kingz in 
tonight's first home game of the season. 


Elsewhere, the football buzz is amazing, with our 
Aussies Abroad’ doing us proud in leagues all 
over the world. Harry is back in the groove at 
Leeds, Bresciano is a star in the making at Parma 
in Italy and Brett Emerton is playing against 
Europe's finest talent in the Champion's League 
for his club, Feyenoord. 


All over Sydney, youngsters are running around 
on Saturday mornings, playing the world game. 
We need to improve our elite competition. We 
need to give big business a reason to invest 
in Australian soccer, and not just in our 
national team. 


But while we look to the challenges ahead, 
there's still plenty to smile about. Have a good 
night at the football and c’mon the Spirit. 


Behind the Scenes 


Debra Fraser Marketing Manager 
Cadbury Ice Cream Loyalty Card Holders 


Well it's been a very busy closed season in the 
Northern Spirit marketing department. With a 
record number of Cadbury Ice Cream 
applications received and processed. We are 
delighted and proud that Cadbury Ice Cream are 
on board again as one of our main sponsors, and 
will be seeing lots of them this coming season. 
This very first home game in fact, has a Cadbury 
feel to it — look out for the big furry Yowies, they 
will be around handing out vouchers for free 
Cadbury Ice Creams — if you not lucky enough to 
get a voucher, ice creams are on sale at every 
kiosk around the ground. 


...continued on page 6 
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NORTHERN SPIRIT 
POSITION 


OR 


Lupce Acevski 
Julien Watts 
Simon Bell 

Noel Spencer 
Alex Tobin 

Robert Trajkovski 
Andrew McDermott 
lan Ferguson 
Adam Kwasnik 
Dylan McCallister 
Troy Cranney 
Hutchinson 
Michael Cartwright. 
Vuko Tomasvic 
Brent Fisher 
Hamilton Thorp 
Alex Wilkinson 
Paul Henderson 
Sean Walsh 
Matthew Osman 
Steve Baveas 
Mitchell Prentice 
Aaron Burgess 
Jonathan Richter 
Matthew Hunter 
Jacob Rex 

Adam Foti 

Russel Woodruffe 


Goalkeeper 
Defender 
Defender 
Midfielder 
Defender 
Midfielder 
Midfielder 
Midfielder 
Striker 
Striker 
Midfielder 
Midfielder 
Defender 
Midfielder 
Striker 
Striker 
Defender 
Goalkeeper 
Midfielder 
Defender 
Midfielder 
Midfielder 
Striker 
Midfielder 
Defender 
Goalkeeper 
Striker 
Striker 


14/11/77 
17/3/71 
21/10/78 
26/7/77 
3/11/65 
24/7/72 
24/3/77 
15/3/67 
31/5/83 
17/5/82 
9/2/72 
29/12/79 
3/8/79 
13/5/80 
6/7/83 
21/8/73 
13/8/84 
22/4/78 
14/2/84 
29/7/83 
7/4/84 
2/3/83 
10/11/78 
12/4/83 
29/4/84 
4/10/84 
20/2/84 
8/11/85 
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KINGZ FC 


PLAYER 


Michael Utting 
Jonathon Taylor 
Mark Atkinson 

Nick Haigh 
Jonathon Perry 
Chris Jackson 

Mark Burton 
Patricio Almendra 
Paul Urlovic 

Jeff Campbell 
Andrew Vlahos 
Heremaia (Harry) Ngata 
Jason Rowley 
Raffaele deGregorio 
Ben Sigmund 

Paul Dempsey 
Johnny Foundoulakis 
Hiroshi Miyazawa 
James Bannatyne 
Riki Van Steeden 
James Pritchett 
Darren Young 
Steven Turner 

Mark Beldham 


POSITION 


Goalkeeper 
Defender 
Defender 
Defender 
Defender 
Miciield 
Midfield 
Midfield 
Striker 
Midfield 
Striker 


Striker/Midfield 


Defender 
Midfield 
Defender 


Midfield/Defender 


Defender 
Defender 
Goalkeeper 
Detender 
Midfield 
Defender 
Midfield. 
Striker 


26/05/70 
12/09/79 
16/02/70 
27/09/78 
22/11/76 
18/07/70 
18/05/74 
03/09/77 
21/11/78 
25/08/79 
20/04/76 
24/08/71 
19/07/85 
20/05/77 
03/02/81 
03/12/81 
19/07/77 
22/11/70 
30/06/75 
24/12/76 
01/07/82 
28/02/81 
30/06/82 
17/07/75 


This season we will be stamping all Cadbury Ice 
Cream passports at the merchandise kiosk, 
which is located under the scoreboard next to 
the McCartney stand — this will be the only place 
where you will be able to get your passports 
stamped this season. Whilst you are there look 
out for players who will be signing autographs, 
and stamping passports from 6.45 pm onwards, 


Cadbury Ice Cream Loyalty card holders — if you 
want the chance to be an Official Mascot for a 
home game and run the team onto the field and 
sit on the bench with a mate, get yourself to the 
merchandise caravan and complete an 
application form. Each game one lucky person 
will be picked and the winner will be announced 
at half time. Only register if you are absolutely 
sure to attend next home game -—- 
GOOD LUCK!!! 


Club Nights — Under 7's Curtain Raisers 


Our Under 7’s Junior team Club Nights are as 
popular as ever with almost 35 teams currently 
registered to play. This season we are offering 
clubs the opportunity of playing curtain raiser 
matches, which will allow more time to 
showcase all the young talent that's out there. 
and who knows the ‘stars of the future’- | am 
sure that Lawrie McKinna will be taking notes 
kids, so don't miss out on this great chance. If 
you are interested in registering your team to 
play, send your team's details and preferred 
home match to: 

marketing @northernspirit.com.au. 


Rebel Sports and Northern Spirit Join Forces 


The first team signing session at Rebel Sports, 
last week in Chatswood Mall was a huge 
success, we had a great turn out and you all 
made sure that the players were busy signing 
autographs and giving away great prizes. If you 
missed out — watch this space for details of a 
future signing session that we are organising in 
October at Warringah mall. 


Northern Spirit Soccer Camps 
Our celebrated Northern Spirit Soccer Camps 
will be running this coming school holidays on 
the following days and locations: 


Cromer Park — 
Monday Sept 30 — Thursday Oct 3 


Christie Park — 
Tuesday Oct 8th — Friday Oct 11 


The camps will run from 9am — 3pm. Ages 6-16 
years for both boys and girls 


Cost $40 per day or $130 for full 4 day course. 
For further details or to. book your child's 
space, or to order an application form 
please call 9981 9227. 


Northern Spirit Goalkeeper Academy 


Northern Spirit will be launching its first 
goalkeeping Academy for all you budding young 
goalkeepers, between the ages of 11-17 who 
need to fine tune your goalkeeping skills. 


For more information of locations and prices, or 
to receive an application form, send an email to 
camps@northernspirit.com.au specifically 
requesting a goalkeeping application form, one 
will be sent to you directly. 


lf you would like to speak to somebody directly 
please call Bruno Jasiczek on 
0410 - 434324 


Spirit News 

This season we have launched our new 
newsletter ‘Spirit News’ which will be emailed to 
you, our supporters, 3 days before each home 
game. It is filled with lots of news, updates, 
training ground gossip and information that you 
will not find anywhere else - not even 
the website. So if you are interested in 
registering for Spirit News - the Official 
Club newsletter, send an email to 
marketing@northernspirit.com.au and ask to be 
added to the’Spirit News’ mailing list. 


Northern Spirit Website 


We have had lots of comments regarding the 
website. We are currently looking at revamping 
the whole site, which will ensure that all 
information is current and up to date. In the 
meantime thank you for your continued patience 
and we will keep you updated with our progress. 


Match Day Promotions 


Each home game we are looking for fit, fun 
supporters to participate in our half time crazy 
Parcel Relay Race. Four contestants will battle it 
out to be the first to collect and deliver 5 parcels 
from one end of a 20 metre track and stack them 
on top of each other, at the other end, without of 
course toppling them over. Each winner gets a 
$50 voucher to spend at the merchandise 
caravan and goes through, with 11 other lucky 
contestants to the Grand Final at our final home 
game. All the losers get a Northern Spirit goody 
bag — everyone's a winner!! The Grand Final prize 
is a whooping $300 to spend for dinner at 
whatever fancy restaurant of your choice — so 
come on get a move on and yourself registered. 


If you are 16 years and over and interested in 
participating in this, or any of our other match day 
promotions - please send an email to 
marketing@northernspirit.com.au or go to 
the merchandise caravan and complete a 
registration form. 


Brookvale Oval - Supporter’s Bar 


For the 3 scheduled games to be played at 
Brookvale Oval, we are offering all supporters the 
opportunity of purchasing a special Supporter’s 
ticket. The price will be $30 per game, or an $80 
ticket that includes all three games. The ticket 
includes VIP seating and admission into the 
Supporter's Bar - the cash bar will be in operation 
from 1.5 hours pre match, during the match and 
1.5 hours after the game. To buy your ticket in 
advance please send an email to: 

marketing@northernspirit.com.au 


and we will send an application form to you, 
complete it and fax back to 02 9460 2183 as 
soon as possible. Tickets will be available on the 
night but be aware places are limited and will be 
sold on a first come, first served basis. 


The following 3 games will be played at 
Brookvale Oval — Spirit v South Melbourne 
Saturday 12th October — kick off 4pm, Spirit v 
Newcastle Sunday 5th January — kick off 5pm 
and Spirit Wollongong Wolves Sunday 9th 
February — kick off 5pm. 


All Season Ticket holders and Membership 
cardholders on presentation of their ticket will be 
allowed entry into this area at no extra charge. 


Happy Birthday at North Sydney Oval 
Looking for an original birthday party idea? If 
you are 13 and under, why not have your birthday. 
party at the North Sydney Oval at one of our 
home games? The cost is $20 per child 
(minimum of 10 children) and the package 


includes: . 

e@ VIP match ticket in the Corporate Box 

e VIP Drink and sausage sandwich - 

e VIP Photo on the pitch with you 
birthday group : 

e VIP. Northern Spirit Roadshow 

e VIP 1 signed football 

e VIP Visit from first team players 


Call 9460 2187 and book your party early! !! 


Sing the Anthem at a Northern Spirit FC 
Home game this season!! 


We are looking for young talented performers to 
sing the National Anthem at home games this 
season. There are no age restrictions. All you 
need s a good voice and confidence. Anthem 
singers will receive 4 tickets to the game, a 
photo with the team and a wonderful opportunity 
to showcase talent in front of the home crowd. 


Please email your details, including information 
on any prior performance experience to 
spirit@outthereproductions.com.au for audition 
information and times. Successful applicants will 
be required for a rehearsal prior to the home 
game of their scheduled appearance. 


Next home game at 


BROOKVALE OVAL 
SATURDAY 12TH OCTOBER 


KICK OFF 4PM 


No one knows Australia better than Qantas. That's why 


more people choose to fly to and around Australia with us. 
www.qantas.com.au 


www.northernspirit.com.au 


QANTAS 


